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Will Landed help Orinda 
educators purchase homes?
By Sora O’Doherty

Recognizing that attracting 
and retaining talented teach-

ers, staff and administrators is of 
utmost importance to maintaining 
educational excellence, the Orinda 
Union School District board of 
trustees has taken steps to counter-
act the high cost of local housing 
and assist OUSD teachers and other 
employees to purchase residential 
property.  The board concluded that 
salaries have not kept pace with the 
cost of living for those in, or com-
muting to, Orinda.
 At its March meeting, the 
OUSD board approved a resolu-
tion to partner with Landed, a San 
Francisco-based startup that helps 
school personnel purchase homes 
through a down payment assistance 
program. The program provides 
half of the down payment on a 
home, up to $120,000 per house-
hold, in exchange for a portion of 
the gain in the value of the home 
when it is eventually sold. Land-
ed’s down payment support will be 
available to all teachers, adminis-
trators, and staff who have worked 
for OUSD for at least two years and 
can contribute their own 10 percent 
down payment.
 “Orinda is one of least afford-
able cities in the Bay Area,” noted 
OUSD Board President Carol 
Brown. “Without innovative so-
lutions like Landed, most of our 
educators cannot afford to live in 
or near our community. We believe 
Landed will be a valuable tool to 
improve district retention by pro-
viding educators with a pathway to 
home ownership.”
 OUSD Superintendent Caro-
lyn Seaton added, “Orinda Union 
School District receives among the 

lowest per pupil state funding of all 
public school districts in Califor-
nia. Consequently, it is challenging 
to offer competitive salaries for our 
teachers and other employees. For-
tunately, Landed offers an oppor-
tunity to provide Orinda teachers 
and staff with assistance for a down 
payment on a home at no cost to the 
district.”
 Last year, Landed received a $5 
million investment from the Chan 
Zuckerberg Initiative to help edu-
cators in three public school dis-
tricts on the Peninsula buy homes. 
Thanks to subsequent partnerships 
with large foundations, Landed 
has established the U.S. Educator 
Housing Fund to bring down pay-
ment support to educators in ex-
pensive cities around the country. 
Since its founding in 2015, Landed 
has already helped over 40 educa-
tors purchase homes in San Jose, 
Oakland, San Francisco, Santa 
Clara, and other cities across Cali-
fornia.
 “We couldn’t be more thrilled 
to partner with the Orinda Union 
School District,” said Landed Head 
of Engagement Nikki Lowy. “We 
believe in upholding the essential 
professionals who uphold all of us. 
While we recognize that Landed is 
just one of many solutions needed 
to address the housing crisis in the 
East Bay, we’re excited to offer a 
new tool to help Orinda educators 
live in or near the beautiful com-
munity they serve.”
 An informational session was 
scheduled for OUSD employees 
in April. In the interim, interested 
OUSD educators can apply for 
Landed support immediately at 
http://www.landed.com/interest.
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132 Fiesta Circle, Orinda l Offered at $915,000
In one of Orinda’s most desirable neighborhoods, this delightful four-bedroom, two-bathroom home with 1405± square feet of living 
space is perfectly located on a flat .26± acre lot. Lovingly protected hardwood floors, a family-friendly floor plan and a sunny back 
yard add to the charm of this fantastic home. Just off the dining room, there is a covered patio area with views of the Oakland hills 
and adjoining the fruit tree dotted backyard. This is the true definition of Inside/Outside California living: taking in the views whether 
entertaining or just relaxing. 13 years of top-rated schools, Del Rey, OIS and Miramonte are all within a close distance.
 

The Spring Real Estate Market is in Full Bloom! For a confidential FREE Market Analysis
and Opinion of Value of your home, Call Sherrie at 925 766 3030.
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Bridging the journey from
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“Maria made the transition from my Orinda home of 40 
years to my new Rossmoor home easy and stress-free. 

I was delighted by her attention to every detail. 
I highly recommend Maria Eberle to anyone moving 

from Lamorinda to Rossmoor.”  Becky G.
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Lafayette’s native son 
among those honored in 
new memorial
... continued from page A2

 Vega explains, “Jonathan vol-
unteered to serve a 365-day de-
ployment to Bagram Airfi eld, Af-
ghanistan, in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom as a driver for 
the Kapisa and Parwan Provincial 
Reconstruction Team for the U.S. 
Air Force. He was part of the fi rst 
Civil Affairs Team to establish a 
permanent presence at Fire Base 
Kutschbach (FBK), Tag Ab district, 
Kapisa Province.”
 On April 29, 2008, Vega says 
that her son was driving his team 
on a mission to conduct battle dam-
age assessment outside of the vil-
lage of Bedreau. 
 “As the convoy began to travel 
back to FBK, a rocket-propelled 
grenade was fi red at the lead vehi-
cle in the convoy. Jonathan aggres-
sively and accurately maneuvered 
his vehicle to allow the gunner to 
return fi re. After suppressing the 
enemy fi re, Jonathan’s vehicle was 

struck by an improvised explosive 
device, killing him instantly,” says 
Vega.
 He posthumously received the 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart.
 Funds for the new $50,000 me-
morial have been raised by dona-
tions including an anonymous gift 
of $25,000, with the rest of the cost 
being covered by a fund from the 
Lafayette War Veterans.
 Gilson says the dedication will 
start with a ceremony inside and 
then head outside for the unveil-
ing of the monument. Many of the 
elected offi cials of Contra Costa 
County will be in attendance. Vega 
Yelner’s Boy Scout Troop 243 will 
participate in the ceremony that 
Gilson says will be inspiring.
 “I encourage everyone to at-
tend,” urges Gilson.
 The dedication is scheduled for 
2 p.m. April 29 at the Lafayette Vet-
erans Memorial Center.




